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Honorable Commissioners and venerable Public,

For the record, I am formally calling on Commissioner Don Merrideth to resign his post as a
commissioner of the POC. He does not appear to represent the values of the County of Los
Angeles reimagine movement and he does not wholeheartedly subscribe to the namesake
mission of the POC, which is oversight of the Probation Department.

His role as a trainer for the Probation Department is a glaring conflict of interest.  The fact that
he co-chairs the Training, Personnel and Management ad Hoc committee while continuing to
instruct at the academy clearly suggest he would struggle to demonstrate impartiality in
assuring what is best for those justice involved and staff. During the most recent town hall
meeting, he repeatedly stated the "we" have great employees when lauding probation staff:
he fails to distinguish his commissioner's role.  

Given his long-established relationship with the department, It is difficult to believe that he
would champion the ultimate goal of the reimagine movement; transferring of the juvenile
function from the probation department to a new and separate entity. Would he really advise
Supervisor Barger to support this move?

The attached chat sequence occurred during the second to last probation commission
meeting.   As the newly elected District Attorney addressed the commission, Gascon was
referred to as a pig by an attendee.  That commissioner Merrideth immediately responded
with "agreed" speaks forcefully as to where he is positioned as the wave of reform is upon us.

As a constituent of the Fifth Supervisorial District, I believe we deserve better.

Dutifully,

Eduardo Mundo
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